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ECP-5: 	New Decision on access to ITU documents
	
The main purpose of this new decision is to provide public access to all ITU documents, unless where disclosure would cause potential harm to a legitimate private or public interest that outweighs the benefits of accessibility. Furthermore, the Decision instructs the Secretary General to develop a policy on public access to ITU documents. 
Europe believes that providing free access to documents promotes transparency and accountability and will result in increased involvement of all stakeholders in the work of ITU.











 www.itu.int/plenipotentiary/ 
DECISION  [ITU Document policy]  (Busan, 2014)
Access to ITU Documents

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Busan, 2014),
considering
a) Council Decision 563, which requested the Council Working Group on Financial and Human Resources to review the ITU document access policy to determine the extent to which documents should be made publicly accessible;

b) the Study conducted by the ITU Secretariat comparing document access policies at the ITU with those in the U.N. and Specialized Agencies, which demonstrates that the ITU lags substantially behind those entities in making documents publicly available,

noting
a) 	the decisions to allow public access to the basic texts of ITU, the administrative regulations  and other documents;
b)	the positive experiences of the free access to documents at WTPF, including the preparation for the Forum;
c) 	the policies in other Specialized Agencies regarding document access policy,
believing
that making ITU documents available to the general public 
· will promote transparency and accountability, 	
· will, by providing accurate and timely information, increase the involvement of all stakeholders in the  work of ITU,
noting further
a) 	that the content of certain documents may be confidential, and that disclosure of the content would cause potential harm to a legitimate private or public interest that outweighs the benefits of accessibility;
b)	that there is a need to establish clear and specific rules for exceptions to the  public access  based on the content,

	decides
1 that the ITU should provide public access to all documents; unless where disclosure would cause potential harm to a legitimate private or public interest that outweighs the benefits of accessibility;

2 that the information should be posted on the ITU website;

3 that clear and specific exceptions to the public access to documents should be established including an appeals process;

4 that exceptions should be based on the content of the document and may include personal information; information related to legal, disciplinary or investigative matters; information that would compromise safety and security; commercial information; where disclosure would cause potential harm to a legitimate private or public interest that outweighs the benefits of accessibility,

instructs the Secretary General
1 to develop a policy on public access to ITU documents consistent with this Decision;

2 to present the policy to Council 2015 for consideration and approval.
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