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ECP-6: 	New resolution on International standards for real-time global flight tracking for safety of life aviation applications
	
The main purpose of this new resolution is to ask WRC-15 to address the issue of real-time global flight tracking for safety of life aviation applications. The proposed Resolution does not prejudge any decision that may be adopted by WRC-15. 











 www.itu.int/plenipotentiary/ 
RESOLUTION XX (Busan, 2014)

International standards for real-time global flight tracking for safety of life aviation applications

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Busan, 2014),
Considering

a) that determination of position of commercial aircraft and reporting this information to air traffic control centres represents an important element of aviation safety and security;

b) that the recent loss of Flight MH370 has spurred worldwide discussions on global flight tracking, demonstrating the complexity of the issue and the need to undertake coordinated actions by various organizations, including the ITU, within the scope of their respective mandates; 

c) that the increase in the volume of air traffic expected until the early 2020s, entailing the risk of dangerous situations, due to the greater number of planes in airspace and the narrower distances between them, needs to be properly addressed by the monitoring of flight data;

d) that the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) has developed Standards and Recommended Practices (SARPs) for systems enabling position determination and tracking of aircraft for air traffic control;

e) that ICAO, in its special meeting on global flight tracking, Montréal, 12-13 May 2014, encouraged the ITU to take action, at the earliest opportunity, to provide the necessary spectrum allocations as emerging aviation needs are identified; 

f) ICAO further encouraged ITU to place this on the Agenda for the upcoming ITU World Radiocommunication Conference 2015;

g) that the Expert Dialogue on real-time monitoring of flight data, Kuala Lumpur, 26-27 May 2014, encouraged ITU to continue to study and address current and future spectrum requirements for flight tracking and real-time flight data monitoring and make appropriate allocations at upcoming world radiocommunication conferences, including the conference in 2015;

h) that the Expert Dialogue on real-time monitoring of flight data, Kuala Lumpur, 26-27 May 2014, stressed the need for international standards, policies and regulations, as well as harmonized spectrum, to ensure worldwide interoperability and compatibility, and to optimize costs through economies of scale;
noting

1) that in accordance with Article 1 of the ITU Constitution, the Union shall in particular promote the adoption of measures for ensuring the safety of life through the cooperation of telecommunication services;
2) and that pursuant to Article 40 of the ITU Constitution, International telecommunication services must give absolute priority to all communications concerning safety of life at sea, on land, in the air and in outer space;
resolves to request the 2015 World Radiocommunication Conference 
to consider the issue of real-time global flight tracking for safety of life aviation applications and, if appropriate, take action, taking into account ITU-R studies,  recognised international aeronautical standards and a specific report from the Director of the Radiocommunications Bureau;

instructs the Director of the Radiocommunications Bureau
to report to WRC-15 on the issue of real-time global flight tracking including all relevant studies within ITU-R.
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