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ECP-8: 	New Resolution on strengthening the role of ITU with regard to transparency and confidence-building measures in outer space activities
	
Introduction
ITU Member States rely more and more on satellite technologies for a range of activities (Earth exploration, telecommunications, navigation, etc.)
The United Nations General Assembly has recently adopted Resolution 68/50 “Transparency and confidence-building measures in outer space activities” (5 December 2013). This Resolution elaborates on a report prepared by a Group of Governmental Experts on Transparency and Confidence-Building Measures in Outer Space Activities (see report A/68/189 submitted to the Sixty-eighth session of the United Nations General Assembly). The Group noted “the role of ITU in the management of the radio frequency spectrum and geostationary orbital slots. In the context of transparency and confidence-building measures, the ITU Radiocommunication Bureau plays a key role in addressing harmful radio-frequency interference, as provided for in article 45 of the ITU Constitution and article 15 of the ITU Radio Regulations. The Group also noted the importance of commitments to establish and implement policies and procedures to minimize any form of harmful radio-frequency interference” (see §17 of the Report). 
Proposals
As part of a possible response from the International Telecommunication Union to Resolution 68/50 “Transparency and confidence-building measures in outer space activities” adopted by the United Nations General Assembly, Europe proposes that the Plenipotentiary Conference adopts a Resolution aimed at strengthening the role of ITU with regard to transparency and confidence-building measures in Outer Space activities. In order to promote knowledge dissemination, capacity building and sharing of best practices, the intention is that there should be regular meetings of experts on this topic: such meetings would allow Member States, interested Sector Members, Associates and Academia  to share their views. It is envisaged the current means of the ITU (e.g. World/Regional Radiocommunication Seminars, dedicated BR workshops) should serve as the basis for organizing such meetings of experts. 
Europe also proposes some specific actions:
– 	instruct the Radiocommunication Bureau to further its efforts and actions to get access to existing monitoring earth stations through Cooperation agreements (it should be noted that all the necessary legal instruments for such access already exist in Article 16 of the Radio Regulations); 
– 	initiate and maintain a database on cases of harmful interference affecting satellite systems. 
Europe understands that these activities will fall within the normal budget of the Radiocommunication Bureau and will not entail any increase of satellite cost recovery fees.











 www.itu.int/plenipotentiary/ 
RESOLUTION XXX (Busan, 2014)
Strengthening the role of ITU with regard to Transparency and Confidence-Building Measures in Outer Space Activities
The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Busan, 2014),
recalling
a)	Resolution 68/50 “Transparency and confidence-building measures in outer space activities” adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 5 December 2013; 
b)	The report A/68/189 of the Group of Governmental Experts on Transparency and Confidence-Building Measures in Outer Space Activities transmitted to the Sixty-eighth session of the United Nations General Assembly, 
noting
a)	that the United Nations General Assembly has requested the United Nations Secretary-General to circulate the report to all other relevant entities and organizations of the United Nations system in order that they may assist in effectively implementing the conclusions and recommendations contained therein, as appropriate;
b)	that the United Nations General Assembly has encouraged relevant entities and organizations of the United Nations system to coordinate, as appropriate, on matters related to the recommendations contained in the report,
considering
a)	that ITU Member States rely more and more on satellite technologies for a range of activities such as Earth exploration, telecommunications, navigation, etc.;
b)	that reliable satellite applications are increasingly becoming an integral part of national and international infrastructures;
c)	that users who rely on satellite services as well as their providers have a legitimate expectation that those services operating through satellite systems, which have been established in accordance with the Radio Regulations, will be able to operate without experiencing interference or disruption,
recognizing
a)	that the use and development of spaced-based infrastructure for ICTs is acknowledged in WTDC Resolution 37 (Rev. Dubai 2014) as a key part of the action needed for bridging the digital divide as regards affordability, resilience and reliability, with further endorsement through Resolution 139 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010);
b)	that §1 of Article 45 of the Constitution (No. 197) indicates that “All stations, whatever their purpose, must be established and operated in such a manner as not to cause harmful interference to the radio services or communications of other Member States or of recognized operating agencies, or of other duly authorized operating agencies which carry on a radio service, and which operate in accordance with the provisions of the Radio Regulations”; 
c)	that Article 15 of the Radio Regulations contains, inter alia, the procedure to be followed in a case of harmful interference;
d	that Article 16 of the Radio Regulations sets up the principles for implementing international monitoring, 
resolves 
	to encourage the dissemination of knowledge, capacity building and the sharing of best practices in the use and development of space-based infrastructure, with the objectives of improving connectivity in the provision of communications and access to information, facilitating disaster preparedness, rescue, relief and recovery, remote sensing of the Earth’s resources and environmental threats, and bridging the digital divide, through a range of initiatives including but not limited to:
· instituting coordination mechanisms within and outside the Union, such as regular meetings of experts that would allow Member States, interested Sector Members, Associates and Academia  to share their views;
· improving confidence and security in the reliability and availability of satellite networks and systems;
· improving the means to detect, record, resolve and prevent harmful interference affecting satellite networks and systems,
invites the Council
	to monitor the operation of the Cooperation Agreements related to the use of existing monitoring earth stations, as regards participation, costs and effectiveness;
instructs the Secretary‑General
1	to encourage all Member States and Sector Members to participate in the consideration of these matters;
2	to submit a report to the next Plenipotentiary Conference on the contribution made by the Union in responding to General Assembly Resolution 68/50 on transparency and confidence-building measures in outer space activities, 
instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau
	to encourage all Member States and Sector Members to contribute to the consideration of these matters, especially through providing ITU-R and ITU-T with advice on how transparency and confidence building in the development of spaced-based infrastructure can assist in meeting the objectives of the WTDC Dubai Declaration (Dubai, 2014) and Resolution 37 (Rev. Dubai, 2014),
instructs the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau
1	to further its efforts and actions to get access to existing monitoring earth stations through Cooperation Agreements with Member States, which participate in the international monitoring system;
2	to take the necessary steps to  maintain a database on cases of harmful interference affecting satellite operation in consultation with Member States and Sector Members, in particular satellite notifying administrations and satellite operators;
3	to coordinate activities, as necessary, with the Directors of the other two Bureaux;
4	to include progress in these matters in future Reports of the Director to World Radiocommunication Conferences, in accordance with Article 7 of the Convention,
resolves to invite ITU-R
	to develop appropriate ITU-R Recommendations including methodology of measurement by space monitoring earth station used under such Cooperation Agreements,
urges administrations
	to actively contribute to the studies and actions taken in response to this Resolution and  to encourage all parties concerned at their national level, especially satellite operators, to participate in the relevant fora.
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