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ECP-18: 	New Resolution on empowerment of youth through information and communication technologies
	


The purpose of proposed new resolution is to highlight a positive impact of ICTs on youth.













[bookmark: _Toc164569777]NEW RESOLUTION  xx  (Busan, 2014)
Empowerment of youth through information and communication technologies
The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Busan, 2014), 
recalling 
a) 	Resolution 76 (Dubai, 2014) of WTDC on promoting information and communication technologies among young women and men for social and economic empowerment;  
b)	the Tunis Commitment of the 2005 phase of the World Summit on the Information Society, reaffirming Member States' commitment to empowering young people as key contributors to building an inclusive information society in order to actively engage youth in innovative ICT-based development programmes and widen opportunities for youth to be involved in e-strategy processes;
c)	the BYND 2015 Global Youth Summit, held in Costa Rica in September 2013 led by ITU, which brought together some 700 participants and over 3 000 young people around the world who logged in virtually to contribute their ideas to shape the sustainable development agenda in the post-2015 era;
d)	that the world's youth have set priorities for the post-2015 development agenda in their "Costa Rica Declaration", as an outcome of the Global Youth Summit, which have been presented for consideration to the UN General Assembly at its sixty-eighth session;
e)	the fact that the United Nations Secretary-General has put "youth" as a priority in his Agenda and included youth employment, entrepreneurship and education as overall goals through the System-Wide Action Plan on Youth,
recognizing 
a)	that youth are digital natives and the best promoters of ICTs;
b)	that ICTs are tools through which youth can substantively contribute to, participate in and leverage their social and economic development,
c) 	that in summer 2014 , ITU has launched #PP14Youth initiative aiming to build on the successful experiences of the BYND2015 Summit, held in San José, Costa Rica in September 2013;
considering 
a)	the progress made by ITU, and in particular the Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT), in the development and implementation of actions and projects that use ICTs for the economic and social empowerment of youth; 
b)	the fact that ICTs play an important role in the promotion of education, career development and work opportunities, as well as for social and economic development of  youth; 
c)	the fact that ITU, through the Global Youth Summit, engaged a worldwide community to gather their opinions and ideas on how technology can contribute to a better world and shape the post-2015 development agenda;


noting 
a)	that there is a need for ITU to investigate, analyse and further understand the impact of telecommunication/ICT technologies on youth; 
b) 	that there is a need to foster participation of youth in the ICT domain at an early age and to provide input for further policy developments,
c)	that ICT tools and applications can facilitate career opportunities for youth;
encourages Member States and Sector Members 
1	to review and revise, as appropriate, their respective policies and practices to ensure recruitment, employment, training and advancement of youth through ICTs;
2	to promote career opportunities in the telecommunication/ICT field including in telecommunication/ICT administrations, government and regulatory bodies and intergovernmental organizations and in the private sector; 
3	to review their policies related to the information society to ensure the inclusion of a youth perspective in all activities, 
4	to attract more youth to study in Computer Science and bring recognition to leaders in Technology who make an innovative change;
5	to encourage youth to take advantage of ICT opportunities to advance their development, and promote their possible contributions to economic development,
resolves 
1	to continue the work being done at ITU, and particularly in BDT, to help empower youth through ICTs by promoting policies that improve socio-economic conditions for youth, particularly in developing countries; 
2	to accord high priority to the incorporation of youth policies in the management, staffing and operation of ITU; 
3	to incorporate a youth perspective in the implementation of the ITU strategic plan and financial plan for 2016-2019 as well as in the operational plans of the Bureaux and the General Secretariat, 
4	to promote partnerships with academia concerned with youth development programmes;
5	where appropriate, to include a youth dimension in ITU Study Questions, 
instructs the Council 
to build on the initiatives carried out over the past four years and to accelerate the youth empowerment in ITU as a whole, within existing budgetary resources, so as to ensure capacity building and the promotion of youth;
instructs the Secretary-General 
1	to continue to ensure that the youth perspective is incorporated in the work programmes, management approaches and human resource development activities of ITU, and to submit an annual written report to the Council on progress made;
2	to ensure the inclusion of a youth perspective in all ITU contributions to the implementation of WSIS action lines; 
3	to report to the next plenipotentiary conference on the results and progress made on the inclusion of a youth perspective in the work of ITU, and on the implementation of this resolution; 
4	to bring this Resolution to the attention of the United Nations Secretary-General in an effort to promote increased coordination and cooperation for development policies, programmes and projects that link ICTs to the promotion and empowerment of youth;
instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau
to continue the work of BDT in promoting the use of ICTs for the economic and social empowerment of youth,  and to report on an annual basis to the Council on the progress made
invites Member States and Sector Members 
1	to actively support and participate in the work of ITU in promoting the use of ICTs for the economic and social empowerment of youth;
2	to promote up-to-date training for youth on ICT use;
3	to foster collaboration with civil society and the private sector in order to promote specialized training for young innovators,
4	to further develop tools and programming guidelines in the area of promotion of youth and their social and economic empowerment;
5	to cooperate with relevant international organizations who have experience in youth economic empowerment into projects and programs;
encourages Member States
1	to share best practices on national approaches targeting the use of ICTs for the social and economic development of youth;
2	to develop strategies for using ICTs as a tool for the educational, social and economic development of youth;
3	to promote ICTs for youth empowerment and involvement in the decision-making processes of the ICT sector;
4	to support ITU activities in field of ICTs for the social and economic development of youth;
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